PART in: 1763
misery than happiness, upon the whole, is produced by
illicit commerce between the sexes.
On Saturday, July 30, Dr Johnson and I took a sculler at
the Temple-stairs, and set out for Greenwich. I asked him if
he really thought a knowledge of the Greek and Latin
languages an essential requisite to a good education. JOHN-
SON. 'Most certainly, Sir; for those who know them have a
very great advantage over those who do not. Nay, Sir, it is
wonderful what a difference learning makes upon people
even in the common intercourse of life, which does not ap-
pear to be much connected with it.' 'And yet, (said I) people
go through the world very well, and carry on the business of
life to good advantage, without learning.' JOHNSON. *Why,
Sir, that may be true in cases where learning cannot pos-
sibly be of any use; for instance, this boy rows us as well
without learning, as if he could sing the song of Orpheus to
the Argonauts, who were the first sailors.' He then called to
the boy, "What would you give, my lad, to know about the
Argonauts?' 'Sir, (said the boy,) I would give what I have.'
Johnson was much pleased with his answer, and we gave
him a double fare. Dr Johnson then turning to me, 'Sir, (said
he) a desire of knowledge is the natural feeling of mankind;
and every human being, whose mind is not debauched, will
be willing to give all that he has to get knowledge.'
We landed at the Old Swan, and walked to Billingsgate,
where we took oars, and moved smoothly along the silver
Thames. It was a very fine day. We were entertained with
the immense number and variety of ships that were lying at
anchor, and with the beautiful country on each side of the
river.
We walked in the evening in Greenwich Park. He asked
me, I suppose, by way of trying my disposition, 'Is not this
very fine?' Having no exquisite relish of the beauties of
Nature, and being more delighted with cthe busy hum of
men,' I answered, Tes, Sir; but not equal to Fleet-street.'
JOHNSON. Tou are right, Sir.'
We staid so long at Greenwich, that our sail up the river,
in our return to London, was by no means so pleasant as in
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